








A 


RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 





No. 2. APRIL, 1814. Vol. i. 





{SHORT HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, GATHERED 
AT NEW-DURHAM,N. H. 1780. 


( Continued. ) 

In my former Number, I gave’ my readers a 
fhort account of this people from the year 17$0, 
to the year 1786, in the month of September. 

In the year 1786, on the Second day of De- 
cember, they aflembled at Gorham, in quarterly 
meeting ; and'after hearing refrefhing reports, 
from the feveral branches, and attending to fuch 
bufinefs as they found needful to. be done, in or- 
der that they might keep the unity of the Spirit, 
inthe bond of peace, &c. they examined Sam- 
uel Thombs, of Gorham, and: ordained: him to 
the office of a ruling Elder ; Andrew Cobb, and 
George Hamlin, of the fame town,.to the oflice of 
Deacons. Thombs was a man of an excellent 
fpirit ; and was fuch an Elder as the Apostle 
faid fhould be counted worthy of double honour, 
i.e. he ruled well and laboured in the word and 
doctrine; 1. He ruled his own fpirit well, and 
was therefore mightier than he that taketh a ci- 
ty. 2. He ruled his own houfe well, having his 
children in fubjeétion, with all gravity, and there- 
fere knew how to take care of the church, over 
which the Holy Ghoft made him an overfeer. 
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This man bore a threefold teflimony. 1, 4 
word teftimony. 2. Alivingteftimony. 3. A 
Dying teftimony. 1. His words were as_ goads 
and as nails, faftened by the matters of aflemblies, 

which are given by one fhepherd. In doétrine 
he was uncorrupt, his ideas were clear, his argu. 

ments pointed and pungent. He generally trem. 

bled when he fpake and I believe there were but 
a few who heard him with candour, but either 
trembled or rejoiced. As to his living tefiimony, 
I believe he generally practifed himfelf what he 
preached to others. He died triumphantly, and 
left the world a memorable evidence of the efli- 

cacy of the religion of Jefus Chriit. By his 
words he convinced many ; by his life many 
more ; and by his death a number were {0 
alarmed, and convinced of the neceflity of hav. 
ing that religion which is pure and undef. . 


that they never refted, till they found reft in, 


Chrift. 

Cobb continued in the oflice of a Deacon, an¢ 
has ever been a very ufeful brother in the pub- 
lick caufe of God. He has fpared no pains to 
attend meetings ; and no coft to fupport them: 
his heart and hand has ever appeared to go to: 
gether in the glorious work of the Lord. He 
has ufed the office well ; and has thereby pur 
chafed to himfelf a eood degree, and great bold: 
nefs in the faith which i is In *Chrift Jefus. He 
yet living and rejoicing in hope of the Glory 
of God. 

Hamlin, continued in the office of Deacon? 
while ; but in a time of trials, being urder fome 
embarraflments in his own mind, he withdrew 
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from this church, and joined the people called 
uakers, or Friends ; where he continued in 
good ftanding with that people for a number of 
years, until the death of Elder Thombs, at 
which time, he was remarkably convinced, that 
it was his duty to return to his former brethren. 
And at an Elders’ conference, which was holden 
at Gorham, Nov. sth, A. D. 1806, he returned, 
and was kindly received by his brethren, who 
cave him again the rig!:t hand of fellowfhip, 
and welcomed him home to his Father’s houfe, 
and reftored him again to office. He is now 
living in Gorham, and is an ufeful brother. 
Their next quarterly mecting was holden at 
Newgloucefter, March 3, A. D. 1787. Dea. 
Andrew Cobb was chofen moderator, and Elder 
P, Tingley, clerk. After prayer, praife, &c, 
they received and read a very loving letter of 
flutation from the church at Gorham, which 


@ was refrefhing to their fouls. Then (as their 


manner was,) proceeded to the examination of 
members prefent, to fee if they were in fellow- 
fhip ; and found a general union. They then 
fent a weighty Epiitle to all the churches, and 
congregations which were in union with them ; 
informing that they had an harmonious meet- 
ing; that they enjoyed God’s gracious prefence, 
and felt {weet breathings of foul for Zion’s prof- 
perity, &c. and exhorted their brethren every 
where to have their loins girt about with truth, 
their lamps trimmed, and conftantly burning, to 
be continually in the exercife of divine love, and 
to improve each fleeting moment for the glory 
of God, and good of faints and finners; to be 
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watchful againft the devices of fatan, and abftaip 
from all appearance of evil ; and to evidence 
themfelves to be children of the pay, by watch. 
fulnefs and fobriety ; and by putting on the 
breaftplate of faith and love ; and for an helmet, 
the hope of falvation. Alfo exhorting finners, 
to inftantly drop every weapon of rebellion , 
give their hearts to Jefus ; let their eyes obferve 
his ways ; to forfake all and follow the Lams; 
and thus become the heirs of eternal falvation, 
It appears by their writings that they were high. 
ly threatened, and fomewhat expected a ftorm 
of perfecution. They clofed their epiftle with 
the following words—“ Dark clouds gather 
faft, very faft; perhaps perfecution ‘unto: death, 
is at hand. But wait on the Lord, be of 
good courage, and he fhall ftrengthen your 
hearts ; be faithful unto death, and as much as 
in you lies live peaceably with all men, and the 
very God of love and peace be with, and _blefs 
you, through Jefus Chrift our Lord, Amen.” 
Thofe men were frequently threatened, and 
fometimes fome of them warned out of town; 
and at other times mobs were raifed to ftop them 
from going through particular places ; but none 
of thefe things moved them, and their enemies 
were generally put to fhame. Elder P. Tingley, 
at a certain time, went into a town to preach, 
and the people were fo alarmed at his coming, 
that a warrant was immediately ifflued, and thejk 
conftable ordered to warn him out of town jin 
but when the conftable came to execute his office ;fin; 
he felt in himfelf fuch a mixture of wrath and§iGx 
fear, together with the lafhes of a guilty con-hn 
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in  icience, that he had what might be juftly term- 
ce ed a proper ague fit, and he fhook fo that he 
+h. was unable to read his warrant : and after at- 
he J tempting it anumber of times, and failing, the 
et, Elder took it and read it for him, and gave him 
rs, the paper again ; but the man foon left him, and 
nj thereis no doubt but the poor man was glad 
rvel™ when he had gotten out of his prefence. 
18; ‘Their next quarterly meeting was holden at 
on. New-Durham, June 2, 1787. Elder. Benjamin 
gh-@@ Randel ferved as moderator, and Elder P. Ting- 
rm MM ley, clerk. And after receiving feveral letters 
ith @ of falutation, which brought fome good ac- 
counts from. their feveral branches, they entered 
ath,@upon bufinefs, examined the brethren prefent, 
> of found them in harmony, and agreed to go for- 
our wardin communion. They adjourned bufinefs un-. 
h afl the fecond day of the week. On:the firft day 
the fot the week they attended to public worfhip, and 
bleisfM the adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper, &c. On 
the fecond day of the week, it being the 4th 
and@day of June, they attended to bufinefs, and had 
muuch profitable converfation on matters relative 
to the glory of God, and good of fouls. Then 
Robert Dickey, of Epfom, being prefent, related 
his experience, and defired to be baptized. 
fter inquiring if the brethren prefent were 
atisfied with the experience of faid Dickey, 
hey repaired to the water and baptized him, 
and received him as a member of the church ; 
#0 doing of which, they had a very folemn, melt- 
Png feafon—this Dickey, was a man favoured of 
» andGod ; he had a beautiful gift of exhortation 
con“nd was inftrumental in the hand, of God, o 
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the converfion of many fouls. I think he i, 
yet living. There were alfo a number of per 
fons from Pittsfield, who attended this mecting, 
and were alfo received as members. Sept. 1 , the 
fame year, they held their quarterly meeting at 
Edgcomb, (Kennebeck.) Here they received let. 

\ ters and verbal reports which gave accounts of 
' general union among the brethren, and of a 
great appearance of revivals in feveral places ; 
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this was a time of refrefhing to the Elders and 
} brethren. ‘They thanked God and took cour. 
age. ‘hey had avery happy feafon on the firi 
; day of the week, in praife, prayer, preaching the 
\ word, breaking bread, &c. On the fecond day 
1) of the enfuing October (by a previous appoint. 
ment) a number of Elders and brethren attend. 

ed a meeting in the town of Gray, (Maine) ex 
amined and ordained Nathan Merrill of tha 
town, to the work of the miniftry. Elde 
Ben}. "Randel delivered a fermon fuitable to the 
occafion, from Col. iii. 17, “* Say to Archippus 
take heed to the miniftry which thou hait re 
ceived in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.”—Merri 
run well for a while. 

Their next quarterly meeting was holden a 
Gorham, December ift, the fame year. ‘Tha 
letters of falutation to this meeting brought 20 
| counts of fome {mall additions in fome places 
and the churches exprefled ardent longings fo 
Zion’s profperity. 

At this meeting they examined James Mc Cot 
fon, of Gorham, ‘tor the work of the miniftry 
and on the 4th day of December, he was put a 
licly ordained, and fet apart to the work. Eldegf, 
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). Hibbard delivered a very weighty difcourie, 
fuitable to the occafion, from 1 Timothy 
"S Biv. 16, ‘ Take heed unto thyfelf, and unto 


the the do&trine, continue in them ; for in doing 
; 2 this, thou fhalt both fave thyfelf, ‘and them that 
“i bear thee.” 
rhs They clofed the fcene by adminiftering the 
* “Blord’s Supper, wathing one another’s feet, &c. 
eu Avery great folemnity appeared on the minds 
SNH of the fpectators through the whole. Mc Cor- 
"Gal on, however,continued im the work of the Lord, 
o Macod has been a ufeful brother. He has not trav« 


died fo much as fome, though not wholly con- 
ined to parifh lines ; his gift appears tc be that 
ofa paftor, he has generally tarried by the ftuff, 
but has fharedin the fpoil. He has had the un- 
| oe fatisfaction of feeing his labours bleft 
i Gorham, Buxton, Standifh, and in feveral 
ither places where he has laboured. He is now 
iving in Buxton ; infirm in his body, afflicted 
vith that diftrefling complaint cajiel ‘the Atth- 
2; but he is ftrong in faith, giving glory to 
od, and when he can get a breath, he breaths 
tout for him. His hope appears to be as an 
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year 1788, on the firft day of March, they af- 
embled at Newgloucefter, at the dwelling houfe 
bf brother John. Woodman, but nothing {pecial 
00k place. In June following they met at New- 
urham. The letters of falutation to this 
niftry necting: brought reports of general coldnefs in 
- ial everal places ; but that in others, there was a 
“the rood degree of engagednefs, } m the caule of the 
‘fled Redeemer. ‘They had much profitable 
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chor to his foul, both fure and itedfait. Inthe ~ 
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converfation, with refpect to the perfect confit. | 
ency of the teftimonies- of the infpired penmen | 
in the holy fcriptures, concerning the {falvation 
of believers, and damnation of unbelievers, the 
order of God’s houfe, &c.. They were {weetly 






























agreed in their ideas with refpect to thefe things, Mb 
and before they parted commemorated the dying 
love of their blefled Jefus, by the adminiftration >) 


of the Lord’s fupper, &c. 

At their quarterly meeting which was holden 
at Edgcomb, September 6th, the fame year, they 
received refrefhing reports from feveral places ; 
particularly from the towns of Briftol, Canaan, 
andSeguntecook, viz.thatanumber of fouls were 
brought out of darknefs. into God’s marvellous 
light ; with a Macedonian cry to the meeting, 
—‘* Come over and help us.”” ‘They according. 
ly fent them chofén brethren, viz. Elders Daniel 
Hibbard,B. Randel, brs. E. Brookings, R. Dickey 
& Daniel Dunton ; who, when they came to Brif 
tol, and faw the grace of God, they were glad, 
and being aflembled at the houfe of Thomas 
Thompfon in that town, after praife, prayer, &c. 
the brethren in Briftol related to them what 
the Lord had done for their fouls ; this being 
done to general fatisfaction, the Elders gave them 
the right hands of fellowfhip, and confidered 
them a branch of the church to which they be 
longed. Alfo at this fame quarterly meeting, 
there were ten perfons baptized and received asf 
smeinbers ; this was called a great addition in thi 
day. ‘Ten baptized in time of quarterly meeting 
And (perhaps) ten or twelve more received a3 4 
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Branch at Briftol ! They made more account of 
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this, and praifed God more for his wonderful 


works to the children of men, than we do now, 
when an hundred fouls are brought out and bap- 
tized ; and yet, a foul is as precious now, as it 
was then ; and as happy if faved, and as mifera- 
ble if damned. 

This addition feemed to give the Elders and 
brethren a new {pring. No doubt they thought 
that the time was at hand when Jefus would 
reign from land to land, from fea to fea, and 
fom the rivers to the ends of the earth. The 
news of this addition fpread ; the brethren all 
wound, began to rife and fhine ; finners began 
totremble ; hypocrites began to be afraid, and 
the power of the Lord began again to be mani- 
efted in their meetings. 

At their next quarterly meeting, which was 
tolden at Gorham, in December following, they 
pad an heavenly feafon ; ; they received joyful ti- 
ings, viz. That the work of the Lord had re- 
‘ived in a wonderful manner in the towns of 
Prfonsfield, Francefborough (now called Cor- 
uth) Buxton, &c. Alfo at this meeting they 
eceived the following members, viz. Benj. Cobb, 
{Falmouth ; Jonathan Freeman, of Gorham ; 
Janiel Cobb, ‘of Otisfield ; ; and Betfy Smith, of 
tandith. This was a time of thank{giving, 
but they had forrow to mingle with their joys ; 
or at this meeting they received the melancholy 
iews of the death of their well beloved brother 
Jeacon Gilman Lougee, of Parfonstfield, who 
eparted this life, September egth, 1788, being 
led fuddenly by the falling of a rock in a 
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clay-pit. This caufed a time of mourning 
ainong them, he was a ufeful brother, and much 
re{pected. They clofed their meeting with praife 
to God for the glorious revival of religion, and 
with prayer for the afflicted ; preaching the 
word, and adminiltering the fupper, &c. 

March 7th, A. D. 1789, quarterly meeting 
was holden in Parfonsfield, for the firft time, 
The brethren affembled at the dw elling houfe of 
Elder Saml. Weeks. They began with public 
worfhip. Elder Weeks preached a fermon, from 
1 Kings, xvill. 41. The day following, the 
meeting was holden at Amos Blazo’s. Elder 
Benj. Randel preached in the morning, from 
Philip. ii, 12, 13. In the afternoon, from 
John iii. 3 ; and in the evening from Matt. il. 2, 
Alfo a fermon was delivered by Elder James Me 
Corfon, from Job xxii. 21. This feemed to be 
a feed time, and although it is likely that fome 
received it by the way fide, fome on ftony places, 
and others among thorns ; yet it is to be hopay 
ed, that fome received it into good and honelifit 
hearts, and have brought forth fruit with ps 
tience. In this meeting, a number of finners 
were alarmed, and mourned for their fins ; faints 
were comforted, and praifed God. The nest 
day, being the oth of March, they attended: 
meeting of bufinefs at the ai of John Fof 
They received reports from the various branct 
es, that love and union prevailed among them 
and a blefled revival of religion in feveral places 
In the evening, they fat for worfhip :—Elde 
Rance! preached from Eph. iv. 30. A ver] 
marveilous difplay of God’s power followed tht 
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ch ord s a number of finners were cut down, and 
fe sdewieil for their fins ; cthers crying out, and i! 
“ fying, ** what fhallI do to be faved ?” the pow- | 
the er of God was prefent to heal. Saints rejoiced 
and praifed the Lord for the out pouring of 


ing his Spirit, and gatheri ing in of fouls. March 10, | 
7 Elder Randel preached : from Heb. x. 33, (a very , 
bli weighty difcourfe.) This was followed by feve- 
















ral pithy exhortations ; the power of God was | 
wonderfully difplayed. Jefus was made known | 
tothem in the breaking of bread. ‘This was a \ 
time to be remembered by many. 

June 6th, the fame year, they aflembled at 
New-Durham, and on the sth of the enfuing 
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Me September, they met at Edgcomb; but nathing 
eo a xtraordinary took place. The churches were 
fomepenerally in union among themfelves. They , 
laces 2. good feafon in their quarterly meeting, in | 












. hopae'ying, praifing, preaching, doing bufinefs, &e. 
hone”: ~The spinitaeee travelled from place to place, \ 
th pe reaching the gofpel, and breaking bread to | 
snd heir brethren, and exhorting them to ftand faft 

gintee the liberty wherewith Chrift had made them J 
‘ nextece 5 and calling on finners to repent, and be- | 
ided acve the gofpel. But there was but little vifible t | 


. Folegcdition for fome time. Their principal bufi- 
ae els in the churches was to fet things 1 in order, | 
- them d to cleanfe the houfe ; but a time of tri: als | 
"place ew nigh, and the minilters began to weep (as U 
Fda Were) between the porch and the aitar, fay ying ‘\ 
4 very {pare thy people, O Lord, and give not ¢! ine | 
ed th'itage to reproach.” 
It has generally been the cafe when use hia 


en a reformation, or revival of religion 
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among this people, or under the nmprovement 
af thofe preachers, thut fome preachers of other 
denominations would be fawning round; and 
fay but little or nothing about their party xed 
ciples until the reformation was principally over 
but as foon as the young brethren got tobe i 
in their minds, they would begin to inftl their 
party principles into them, and this generally 
produced a time of trials, by making a divifion 
among the converts ; and in this way Chrif 
has been often wounded in the houfe of his 
friends. 

November 7th, 1788, the quarterly meeting 
was holden at Gorhm, at Deacon Andrew 
Cobb’s.. A goodly number attended. Elder 
Randel ferved as moderator, and Elder P. Ting. 
ley, clerk. By the reports, it appears that a nun- 
ber of churches were well engaged ; but others 
were luke warm, and had fallen inte contention 
about principles. What thefe principles were,| 
am not able to afcertain, becaufe the record 1s ! 
lent about them ; but I dare fay, that they wert 
not the principles of the doétrine of Chrift ; w= 
repentance from dead works, faith toward ‘God, 
&c ; for when people get into 2 luke warm fate 
it is feldom the cafe that they fay much abou 
theie a Thefe are very much neglect 
ed if not totally forgotten by them ; but “they 
frequently fall to difputing about thofe prin 
ples and doétrines, which the Bible is altogethel 
filent about, and fuch:a 3 they themfelves are ah 

together ignorant of; w hen men attend to th 
principies “of the doctine of Chrift, there ist 
room for difpute. Thefe things are written a 
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mhade fo plain, in the fcriptures of truth, that a 
child may underitand them ; i. e.a child who 
has experienced the religion of Jefus Chrift ; for 
the fcriptures being written by the Spirit of 
God, they exactly agree with the experience of 
every heaven born foul. So that when achiid 
of God reads the bible, he reads his own experi- 
ence; and befides, when. perfons are engaged in 
that religion which is pure and undetied, they 

feel fach. alove to God, and. to their fellows Fe 
tures, that they have no difpofition to difpute. 
But when men fuffer their imagination to go 

beyond the bounds of revelation, “there is room 
enough for difpute. One ays, lo here is Chrift |- 
another, lo there is Chrift ! and another favs lo 
he is in the defert | and all remote trom the ten- 
or of the feriptures. The fact is, when pedple 

through unwatchfulnefs,and unprayerfulnefs, lols 
the lite and power ot religion, they feel reftlets, 
andwant to ‘ind fomething to fatisfy thei 

minds; and being lott to the princtples of the 
doctrine of Chritt, they have recourle to thofe 
divers and ftrange doctrines, and endeavour to 
furnifh themfelves with a fet of principles, that 
will appeafe their confciences ; excufe them 
from religious dutics ; cover them up in their 
iis 3 and fhield them from the labours of the 
church. Therefore the firft thing you will hear 
from fuch profeflors is, they have changed their 
fentiments. Ah! what do they believe now ? 
Oh! one believes that what is to be, will be, 
and if he is to be faved, he fhall be ; <nd that 
God, for his own glory, hath foreordained what- 
‘ocver cometh to pafs, Anoiher believes, that 
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if he ever was converted, he fhall never be }oit. 
let him do what he will;—that he may fall foul. 
ly, but cannot fall finally. A third believes, 
that God will certainly fave every body, let 
them do as they pleafe, and live as they lift ;— 
that they are all predeftinated for eternal elory ; 
that there is no fuch thing as everlafting fire, 
everlafting punifhment, eternal damnation, a 
hell where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched ; that thefe are only figurative 
expreflions, and do not me«n as they fay ;. but 
if the bible does not mean as it fays in one thing, 
then it does not mean as it fays in another ; and 
if the bible does not mean what it fays, ‘then 
there is not aman upon earth that knows what 
it means. ‘The truth is, the bible was tranflated 
cut of the original Hebrew and Greek, by a 
number of learned men, who were (I dare fay) 
as well acquainted with thoie ancient languages, 
and a great deal better, than any of our modern 
criticks, who complain and ind fo much fault 
with the tranflation. They tranflated the bible 
into pi lain Enelifh, m aking afe of fuch words as 

vere in common ufe among the Englith, and 
eafy to be underftood. So that all the affiftance 
we need now to underftand the bible, is only the 
Spirit of God, by which # -was written, and 2 
‘good Englith dictionary. 

Thofe divers and ftrange doctrines, cannot be 


gat in the time of ‘reformation, or where 
people are engaged in the life and power of rell- 
cion :—then ‘the principles of the doétrine of 
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ruc come in tathion.— Repentance from 
dead works ; fsith toward God ; the doctrine 
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of baptifms, and laying on of hands ; and of 
the refurrection of the aead ; and of eternal judg- 
ment,” isallthe theme. ‘There is nothing faid 
then about * what is to be will be,” nor “ if I 
am to be faved,1 fhall be ;” or that there is no 
hell ; no everlaiting punifhment, or eternal dam- 
nation, &c. But the finner then, by the Spirit of 
Cod, fees himfelf in danger of eternal damnation, 
and fees himfelf going to hell, and all his cry is, 
God be merciful to me a finner ! God be merci- 
fulto me a finner ! and as foon as his foul is fet 
at liberty, he is f:.° going on to perfection ; and 
prefling toward the mark for the prize, &c. 
There all the difpute ends. 

The whore of Babylon, can never introduce 


pier doctrines, till after the fun goes down. In 


the twilight, in the evening, in the black and 
dark night, Prov. vii. g, then fhe gets them in- 
to her bed, and there fhe lulls them to fleep, un- 
der the notion that the good man of the 
houfe has.gone a long journey ; has taken a 
bag of money with him, and will come home at 
the time appointed, &c. &c. 

At this November meeting, they received and 
read a very weighty letter from the church in 
New Durham, containing a number of impor- 
tant fayings ; and one in particular, in the fol- 
lowing words : * Humility is the firft ftep we 
take toward heaven ; humility is the fecond ; 
humility is the third ; and there is not a ftep 
we go in the heavenly way, but what humility 
attends. And when we arrive to the manfions 
of immortal glory, we fhall feel the greateft de- 
gree of humility, and be eternally clothed with 
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humility.” If profeflors would always keep hun. 
ble, they would avoid a great many difi- 
culties. 

Feb. 8th, A. D. 1790, they held a quarterly 
meeting at Parfonsfield ;. travelling being difh. 
cult, there was but a ri attended. Elder Sam. 

uel Weeks, ferved as moderator, and. Elder P. 
Tingley, clerk. ‘Lhe churches in generat were 
faidto be in alow flate, though there were a 
few churches well engaged. They had a com. 
fortable meeting, but nothing extraordinary 
took place. June sth, they at. “nded their quat- 
terly meeting at New-Durham. ‘There remain- 
ed the fame complaint of coldnefs and declenfion 
in feveral places ; but in feme other places the 
brethren began to rife, and to be,engaged in the 
caufe of Gi id, and there was an appearance of a 
revival. The peopic, I expect, began to be tired 
of difputing, and hearing difputes about tnofe un- 
{criptural, controverted points, and began to be 
concerned for the falvation of fouls, the glory 
of God, &Xc. . 

Ontthe 4th of the enfuing Sestember, they 
aflembled at Edgcomb. This meeting continued 
four days. They had much eoniolation i in praile, 
prayer, preaching the word, &c. ‘The brethren 
in Georgetown being taxed to a minifter of what 
was called the ftanding order, and the people ot 
his parifh, refufing to refund the money accord- 
ing to the prov vifionary law of the ftate in that 
cafe, the brethren propounded the queftion to 
this meeting, whether it was beit to ftand them 4 
lawfuit ° Ans. If they will venture the curfein 


keeping it,we will refign it, and take the bkf- 
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fing of oppreffion: for Chrift’s fake... It is better 
to iuffler wrong, than. to do wrong; 

Nov. 6, 1790, they aflembled. at Gorham, at 
Deacon Andrew Cobb’s. Elder Randel ferved. 
as moderator, Elder P.. Tingley, clerk. At this 
meeting they received.a good report from feve- 
ral places, viz. that there were fome awakenings, 
and an appearance of revivals ; but quite the re- 
verfe in others ; i.e. that there were difcords 
and {chifms.—Vhey were much difturbed in this 
meeting by a number of heady,. high minded, 
felfconceited profeflors ; who came into their 
meeting and difturbed them by publickly contra- 
dicting and eppofing them, both in the time of 
worfhip, and bufineis ; but they fudlered thefe 


things with patience ; and the Lord owned and. 


blefled. them in a marvellous. manner.. The pow- 
er of God was wonderfully manifefted through 
the whole meeting. At this meeting, they had 
much converfation refpecting the improvement 
of John Cotten. This Cotten had an excellent 
gift of exhortatiom ; but it may. be faid of him, 


as it was of Elias, “ he was a man fubject to. 


like paflions as we.are.”’ And fometimes his 
zeal for God, carried him to a great length, and 
expofed him to great perfecutions. He travel- 
led a great deal, and warned the people night 
and day with tears,m meeting houfes, private 
houfes, and fometimes in the ftreets. He was 
often pufhed about and fmitten by the people, 
fometimes ftoned ; and I have been informed by 
thofe who were acquainted with the circumftan- 
ces, once if no more, dragged out of a meeting- 


houfe by the heels, and dragged fome diftance 
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from the houfe in the ftreet, in the fame man. 
ner. All this, only for fpeaking a few words 
for God, by way of exhortation to the people; 
and warning them to repent, and believe the 
gofpel. I believe there was no perfon, who was 
intimately acquainted with Cotten, that could 
rationally doubt of his being a true fervant of 
Jefus Chrift : for even when in their mercilefs 
hands, he often prayed to the Almighty to for- 
give their fins, and grant them repentance. Yet 
I have underftood that they perfecuted him, and 
abufed him, in a fhameful manner, in a number 
of places. He then livedin Gorham. After- 
wards, removed into the town of Cornifh, and 
there, after fuffering a while, he finifhed his 
courfe, clofed his eyes in death, and is now, 
doubtlefs, clothed in white, and crowned with 
glory, and being dead, he yet fpeaketh. Thov- 
{ands have heard his warning voice, 2nd asa 
friend, I would adviie every one who are yet 
living, that have had any hand in perfecuting 
him or any other child of God, to repent ot 
their fins and fue for a pardon. For “ it isa 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.” 

Feb. sth, A. D. 1791, they aflembled at Par- 
fonsfield for quarterly meeting ; had a comfort- 
able feafon in worfhip, and had much profitable 
converfation, and enjoyed confolation therein ; 
but it appeared by the reports, that the churches 
remained in a low ftate in general. From the 
year 1785, to the year 1791, there was compara 
tively but a little vifible addition to this church 
or people. Although the minifters were labo- 
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“ous, and travelled almoft all their time, and 
kept up their meetings ; yet being few in num- 
ber, and the diftance they travelled fo great, and 
their oppofers fo many, who were frequently 
following them round from place to place, and 
reprefenting them as an hurtful fet of men, 
that they feemed to gain but little for feveral 
years ; notwithftanding, God often blefled their 
labours, and fouls were frequently convicted and 
converted under their improvement. Yet many 
of thofe who were converted were even afraid 
to join them, on account of their being reprefen- 
ted, by their oppofers, in fuch fable colours. 
Thefe travelling oppofers have always had a fly 
way of getting along. They generally fall in 
with the work, and own the reformation, and 
try to profelyte the converts ; but degrade the 
preachers who were the inftruments of their con- 
verfion. Thefe men deny the doétrine of e- 
ternal, particular, unconditional election, and 
the doctrine of original fin! fays one. They 
have no foundation, nor articles of faith, but 
the bible ! fays another. They deny the final 
perfeverance of the faints, and hold that men 
can fave themfelves ! fays another. Thefe men 
ceny infant fprinkling, and go about breaking 
up churches ! fays another. All thefe men go a- 
bout for, is only to get their living! fays anoth- 
er.—Thus thefe men have been reprefented, by 
men of other denominations. As to thcir deny- 
ing the doétrine of eternal, particular, uncon- 
ditional election, and that of original fin, that 
is true ; and the reafon why they deny them, i; 
becaufe there are no fuch doétrines mentioned 
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in the bible. That they hold to no articles of 
faith but the bibie, that is true ; and the re;. 
fon of their holding the bible as their only rule 
of faith and practice, is becaufe they do not be. 
lieve that there is any man, or number of men 
that can write a book fo xood asthe bible. That 
they deny the perfeverance of the faints, and hold 
that they can fave themfelves, that is not true, 
As to the portercraiey of faints, thefe people 
hold itrongly to that ; i. e. they hold to perte. 
vering in the way of the Lord ; to travelling 
on, and ma cing progrefs in the divine life. They 
do not hold LO “fitting down in fioth, and trufi. 
ing in patt experience, and call it perfeverance: 
they call that prefumption. As to faying that 
they can fave themfelves, I know that is not 
true ; ; for they believe that themfelves, and eve 
ry body elfe, who are faved, are faved by grace, 
throu gh faith, and that not of themfelves, it is 
the oift of God. But they do not believe, it 
they “are damned, that it will he. becaufe they 
were reprobated from al! eternity, but becauf 
they believe not on Jefus Chrift, and refufe that 
grace w! hich alone i is able to fave them, when z 
is tree! \ oficred to them. 

That they deny infant fprinkling, is true; 
and they deny it for the fame reafon that they 
deny the dodri ne of original fin, &c. ; i. e. be 
cauie there is no fuch thing mentioned in the 
ible. a at thefe ‘men go about breaking Uj 
churches, I believe it never was their intreniic2 
to break “ip any good churches, or to make an} 
difiurbance in any good focieties. 1 know ther 
have been a great manv churches, towns, and {6 
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ejeties divided, where thefe minifters have trav- 
elled ; and minifters have been the inflruments 
of making thefe divifions ; yet not thefe travel- 
ling minifters, but the town minifters make the 
divifions, by oppoting the work of God. For 
when one of thefe travelling minifters goes into a 
town under the influence of the Spirit of God, 
and preaches Chritt’s gofpel; it 1s commonly 
the cafe, that finners are awakened, and begin to 
cry for mercy, and to feek the Lord. If the 
town minifter is an unconverted man, and is 
teaching for hire, and divining for money, he 
begins to think that his craft is in danger. He 
therefore begins to sight the work, calls it deln- 
fon, wild fire, and every thing but what it is. 
And degrading the preacher, calls him a wolf, 
and a deceiver; and fays that he preaches falfe 
doctrine, and is a fool, and a lazy fellow, and 
ought not to be faffered to go about preaching. 

‘he people hearing thefe things, perceive imme- 
diately that their minifter is not a friend to re- 
ligion, nor to them; and that if he can only 
get their money, he does not care what becomes 
of their fouls. They then leave him ; or rath- 
er fometimes it is the cafe, that he even drives 
them away, and then lays the blame to thefe 
travelling preachers. But the fact is, if the town 
minifter is a converted man, and will turn out 
with -his people to hear thofe travelling minif- 
ters, and join in the work, and encourage the 
reformation, and feed the fheep and lambs, and 
tell the preacher as | was once told by a congre- 
— minifter, after delivering a fermon in 


his defk, “ May God blefs you, brother, and re- 
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ward you for your labors of love, with a goo4 
crop of fouls ;” then there would be no divi- 
fions ; we fhould all be happy together. The dif. 
ference of opinion in circumitantial matters, 
would foon be all done away ; and the watch. 
men would {fee eye to eye, and lift up their voice 
together, and with the voice fing. This would 
be a happy day, and a day of rejoicing to mill- 
ions of fouls. 

As to their gotng about to get their living, it 
is pretty certain that they get a living, or elfe 
they would not be able to go about ; and I dare 
fay, that there are none of thefe brawling preach. 
crs poorer than their blefled Mafter was, who had 
not where to lay his head ; and a living man has 
no reaion to complain. 

The number of ordained minifters belonging 
to this church, in the year 1790, was only eight; 
licenfed preachers only ten ; the whole number 
of brethren, male and female, in all the branch- 
es, according to the beft account that I can get, 
was no more than four hundred. This was faid 
to be the moit dark and trying time,. that ever 
thefe people experienced. he year 1791, was 
a year of releaie to many fouls. In the month 
of April, on the firft Sabbath after the yearly 
fait, the author of this Magazine, preached his 
firit fermon, to a crowded aflembly, in the town 
of Middleton, (Nn. x.) from Pfalm cxviii. 8, 9, 
‘** It is better to truft in the Lord, than to put 
confidence in man: it is better to truft in the 
Lord, than to put confidence in princes.” his 
was a itrange thing indeed, in the town of Mid- 
dleton. Some faid one thing, and fome faid an- 
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other ; fome laughed, and fome cried ; fome 
04 Mjubmitted themfelves to God, and others fought 
Vi Bike bears. Some faid, he is a good man ; oth- 
if. Bers faid, nay, but he deceiveth the people. Some 
t's, Bhid he preached the gofpel ; others faid he 
h- preached falfe doctrine. Some faid he ought to 
ce Bhe encouraged ; others, that he ought to be 
ld Burned at the flake, as old John Rogers was. ) 
l- BH some faid he fhould go into the meeting houfe ; 
_ fBothers threatened, if he did, they would tear it 
It Bdown. ‘The whole town feemed to be in an up- 
fe Broar, and the noife was heard afar off. People 
ire Mi came from a great diftance to fee and hear this 
h- HH new preacher, and to fatisfy themfelves with re- 
ad HH fpect to this new dodtrine, It was not an un- 
as HM common thing, to fee people to meeting from 

twenty miles’ diftance ; and the people of almoft 
ng Mevery denomination, who were then acquainted 
t) Bvith him, gave him a newname. People of no 
et Brelision, called him a chriftian ; the people of 
h- HH the congregational perfuafion, called him a fepa- | 


et, MB rate, a newlight, &c. ‘The calvinift baptifts, cal- 
id HF led hint a freewiller, a general provifioner ; oth- 


et Bers calied him a quaker, &c. &c. But the meet- 
‘a8 @ ings were kept up, and the reformation fpread, 
th Bend in a fhort time, eight men were brought 
ly out of darknefs into God’s marvellous light. | 
5 B Thefe eight afiembled together (without any 
2 & counfel or affiftance of any denomination ;) and, 


| ee , | 
9; B ccer folemn prayer to Almighty God, for wif- | 
ut # dom and underftanding, entered into a folemn 


ne # verbal agreement, to confider themfelves a 
us Bechurch of Chrift; and take the feriptures of 

- § truth, to be their only rule of faith and practice 5 
n- F 


——eEE ———E— ~* -_ » — 
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and to believe, preach, practife, and deal with 
each other as they direct. They then agreed to 
meet together on the firft Wednefday in every 
month, for religious conference,to know each 
others’ minds, and to keep up their union, and 
to do fuch bufinefs among themfelves as they 
found needful to be done. God blefled thofe 
meetings in a wonderful manner. They were 
held open, and free for any perfon who was de. 
firous to fee and hear ; and very large congre. 
gations of people attended. Some may 
whether it was proper to do their bufinefs in o. 
pen meetings. I think it was, very proper, to 
do fuch bufinefs as they had to do ; for they 
lived fo near the Lord in that day, that they had 
no buiinefs to do, only to relate the travel of 
their minds, and exhort the fpectators to 
““ Come, tafte and fee, that the Lord is good.” 
In the courfe of about three months, about forty 
people in that, and the adjacent places, chiefly 
hu{bands and wives, united together in the love 
of God, and in the praifes of Jefus Chrift. They 
often fung or repeated thefe lines : 





“ Hell trembles, heaven rejoices, 
Lift up your heads, ye faints, with cheerful voices.” 


There had been none of them baptized ; but 
about this time, John Buzzell faw his way cleat 
to be baptized. The ordinance was admin iferd 
by Elder Benjamin Randel ; all the reft have 
been baptized fince, and the whole confidered 
thofe in conneétion with the church of Chriftat 
New-Durham. Many more were baptized the 
fame year ; and the work of the Lord began te 
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fread in a marvellous manner, in New-Durham, 
Barrington, Pittsfield, and fome in Wolfbor- 
ough, and Brookfield, (N. H.) The preachers 
engaged in this work, were Elder Benj. Randel, 
Elder Jofeph Boody, fen. David Knowlton, 
aac Townfend, and John Buzzell ; anda great 
many exhorters, both male and female. A ve- 
ry glorious work took place the fame year, in 
Kittery, under the improvement of Elder fohn 
Whitney. A large number were converted, 
and baptized there. Alfo, in the town of Wa- 
terborough, a large number were converted ; 


| but a divifion took place in that town, and has 


ever remained till now ; but we hope that the 

time is not far off, when all fuel: divifions will be 

done away, and the people of God be all unites} 

in love. 
(To be continued ) 


oe IIPITI OFIITIS So —— 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


An Account of late Reformat.cns and Revivals of 
Religion. 





IT will doubtlefs be remembered by my rezd- 
ers, that in my former number, I mentioned a 
reformation, which had then already begun, in 
the town of Limington and Limerick ; and 
prom 2d to give a more particular account of it 
in this. “This reformation began about the firft 
of October laft, principally under the tmprove~ 
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ment of a young man by the name of Jerethiah 
Bullock, of Royalfton, county of Worcetter. This 
young man came to this place, about the time 
the reformation began, and has been very con. 
ftantly preaching in “thofe towns ever fince ; and 
the work has been progreflively increafing and 
ipreading under his labors. - Some of all ranks, 
and fome of almoft every denomination, in thok 
Phacehe have been hopefully converted. It be. 

san on the foutherly part of Limington, adjoin: 
ing the town of Limerick ; and {pread in both 
towns. Meetings of worthip were attended al. 
12Ok every day, “and the congregation increaf. 
cd from meeting to meeting. About the 3d Sab. 
bath after the reformation broke out in this 
powerful manner, the congregation was fo large, 
that the people «ere obliged to leave the houte, 
and go into the field. Some hundreds of peo: 
ple attended this meeting, and the power of 
God was wonderfully difplayed. © Sinners cried 
aloud for mercy, and were b srought out of dark. 
nefs into God’s marvellous light. Saints  rejo. 
ced in the Lord, and praifed him for his won. 
derful works to the children of men. Although 
the oppolition was great, it did not appear to 
hinder the wot ‘k, but rather to increafe it. The 
eee her, iecing the opposition, and eiteeming 

uis lo precious, time fo fhort, eternity fo a 


evs a ge nuin e rctormation fo cflential to the h 
pinefs « of mankind. Beth here and hereafter, th 


he lifted up his voice like a trumpet, and wart: 


ed the people to fiee from the wrath to come 


Many were cut down under the preacl.. # and 


3 


began to fue for a pardon of their fins. This 
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ahi waked a number of the eld faints ; and every 
his one Who had oil in their veflels, went out to 
meg nect the bridegroom. [very one then found 
yn. fomething to do for God ; fome exhorting, fome 
nd praying, fome praifing ; others converfi:2 with 
ndig hole in diftrefs. It may be faid of them, as it 


ks, was faid in the days of Nehemiah, “ the people 
ofe had a mand to work,” 
be. 
td Such eyenderous live awakes the lip, 
. Of faints, who were almoft aflzep ; 
oth To {peak the praifes of thy name, 
qi. flud make our cold affefions flame. 
eat. 


‘ab. lhe preacher faid, that they were like a camo- 
his mile bed 5 the more they were trodden upon, 
-ce Mgtue wider they fpread. And indeed this feem- 










fe, gcd to be the cafe ; for the more the wind of op- 
seo: MEpolition blew, the higher the flame of reforma- 
+ offtion arofe, and the hotter it burned. And ma- 
ied ny of thofe, who: were oppofed to the reforma- 
irk. tion at the beginning, have fince become fome 
gee! its. greateft advocates. There is one thing 
“on. t2at appears ftrange, to feme formal profeflors, 
uch |e" thefe reformations, and they often bring it as 
r tomen objection againft the work. ‘Phat is this, 
Thegtoat fome of the moft vile and wicked perfons 
sing fe" the town, will often be the very firtt that will 
oh, alin with the work, and profefs to be convict- 


barged and converted. While others, who appear 

chat(eo be of a much more tteady and referved life, 

ayyeeod it may be church members too, will 

yme even fight againft the reformation. And fome- 

andemes it may be the cafe, that even the minifter 

This Puntelf, may 7 oppofed to the work, and call it 
i 2 


a ti ae ‘ amen nclail 
_ 
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herefy, delufion, wild fire, the work of the dev- 
il, &c. ‘This is a myftery, however, that may be 
eafily explained to an unprejudiced mind. 1. ‘Be. 
caufe there can be no greater evidence that the 
work is really of God, than this, viz. that bad 
people are made better, wicked people made righ. 
teous, the ungodly made godly, &c. This fhews 
plainly that the work is good. As to their be. 
ing the firlt that are converted, this may be eafi- 
ly accounted for, from Chrilt’s own words :— 
‘They that are whole, have no need of a phyi. 
cian, but they that are fick. I came not to call 
the riehteous, but finners to repentance.”” And 
Jefus Chrift thought no difgrace to him, to tell 
the fcribes and phi artfees, plainly, ““ the publicans 
and harlots, go into the kingdom of God before 
you.’ . 

When perfons go te meeting, drefled up ina 


g2rment of tr dition, patched with broad philac 


teries, and a fhield of falfe doctrine over that, and 
a heart full of felf righteonfnefs, hardened with 
unbelief, and a difpoiition to oppofe the work of 
God ; it can harJtly be expected that they can 
reap any real benefit by hearing the word ; crt 
that ever fuch perfons fhould be converted, un- 
lefs they fhould, like Saul, be met in the way, 
and a light thine round them, excecding the 
brightnefs of the day ; and they hear a voice in 
their own tongue, “ Saul, Saul, why perfecuteli 


thou me?” Such people as thefe, though they § 


profefs the chriftian religion ; yet they are the 
greatelt oppofers and perfecutors of thofe, who 
are truly righteous. ‘his is a character that 1s 


renerally tacked upon the clergy. But 1] fear 
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that there are perfons of this defcription to be 
found in every denomination, as well as among 
the clergy ; only fome are more covered up, and 
have a fly way of oppofing and perfecuting the 
fervants of Chrift. ‘They will not dare to come 
out fo bold, and openly declare that the work is 
altogether herefy and delufion ; but will ac- 
knowledge it in part to be good, but that there 
is a great deal of bad among it ; at leaft that the 
preacher is a bad man, or talks too much, or 
too loud, or is too zealous, and makes too much 
noife, or has got fome corrupt principle, or does 
not know quite fo much as they do, or fome- 
thing or other. But at the fame time, if they 
cin profelyte the converts, and perfuade them 
to join with them, then they are fine chriftians, 
notwithftanding they were converted under the 
preaching of fuch erroneous minifters. ‘The fact 
is, let a man belong to what denomination he 
will, if he oppofes the work of God, or minifters 
of Chrift, he is a bad man, and is not fit to bea 
teacher. For every truly good man, let his par- 
ticular perfuafion be what it may, will rejoice to 
feea finner repent, a prodigal return, a foul con- 
verted, a bad man made better, the wicked made 
righteous, the ungodly made godly, &c. ‘This is 
a general good. Where a finner truly repents 
and believes the gofpel, he is not only happy in 
himfelf, but his family and neighbors feel the ben- 


. efit of his reformation. ‘This glorious work iS 


till going on, notwithftanding the oppofition it 
has met with. It is now fpreading marvellout- 
ly in almott every part of Limington, and con- 
liderably in the towns of Limerick and Cornifh,. 
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and in feveral other places. Iam informed by 
Brother Bullock, that about one hundred and 
eighty fouls, ame been converted, within the 
compafs of his travel, fince this cchaniicaliidin be- 
gan. Several preachers have vifited them, and 
aflifted them, fince this work has been going on. 
Eleven were baptized by John Buzzell, on the 
— of December’ ; fix more on the 13th of 

March ; and three on the 23th of March. Seve- 
ra others have been baptized by other minifters, 
Many more are only waiting for an opportunity. 
Brother Bullock appears to be determined to 
fpend and be fpent. He clofed his account with 
the following lines = 


My body is of little worth ; 
# am determin’d ta go forth, 

To pend, be pent for my dear Lordy 
While lungs and life he will afford. 
Although I'm poor, and but a worm, 
Yet through God’s grace, F'U face the florm. 
Lord, give me grace, to keep me low, 


And I the gofpel trump will blow. 


The reformation {till continues to go on in 
Parfonsheld and Effingham. Several have of late 
experienced religion, for the firft time ; and 
there is an appearance of a revival, efpectally in 
the upper part of Effingham. ‘The brethren in 
that town, though young, appear to be wellen- 
gaged in religion. They keep up their mectings 
of ~worthip and conference, and find wifdom’s 
ways to be ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths 
to be paths of peace. 

There is alfo a very glorious revival of relig- 
ion, in the towns of Sandwich and Tamworth, 
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by MA large number have been converted and bapti- 
nd Hi zed in thofe towns within twelve months paft, 
he HB and the work is {till going on. ‘There are feve- 
- Bral minifters engaged in the work, and appear 
nd Bro be clothed with falvation ; viz. two Elder 
m. M Guimby’s, Elder J. Colby, and Elder Bean, and 
he @§ feveral other brethren and fifters, who really la- 
bor in the gofpel. Souls are daily convicted and 
ve: BM converted. 


tv, The wildernefs doth fweetly ring, 

na With prayer and praifes to the King, 

ch Who fits on Zion's bill ; 

it The towns and cities hear the voice, 
The finners mourn, the faints rejoice ; 


With praife the firsets are fill'd. 


Iam informed, that God has once more.fmt- 
led on his heritage in the town of New-Dur- 
ham, (N. H.); and a number of fouls have been 
converted in that place, under the improvement 
of Elder Cheney, who now fupplies the place of 
our well beloved departed Brother, Benjamin : 
Randel. I have only hada fketch of this work, 
and cannot give fo particular an account of it as 
sod I thould be glad to do ; but will endeavor to do 
itin the next Number, if I fhould be favored 


ying. 

vin 4 the particulars. 

ene @ | have alfo been informed, that feveral breth- 
ngs ren and friends, who have been fomewhat ac- 


> Mquainted with the circumftances, that God has 


ths poured out his Spirit, on a large number of the 
inhabitants in the town of Canterbury, (N. H.) 
Tic. | underftand that many have been powerfully 


: converted ‘in that place, within a few months 
th, } . 
pat ; anda large number have béen baptized. 
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I was favoured with the pleafure of reading , 
letter from a young phyfician, who lives in that 
town, to his parents, who live in the town of 
L imerick dated, 1 think, fometime lait No. 
vember ; in which I read the following words, 
and wifh I may be excufed for ufing the free 
dom, (with confent of his friends) to make them 
public. 

*“[ truft I have experienced that peace of 
mind, for feveral weeks paft, which the world, 
with a‘! its riches and honors, can neither giveji 
nor take away. The God of heaven has, (I hun. 
bly hope) had mercy on my foul, and plucked 
me as a brand from the burning, faved me from 
the jaws of death, anda gaping hell, fet my 
fect upon the Rock Chrift Jefus, and put a ne 
fong in my mouth, even praife to the God 0 
heaven. I have bid adieu to worldly enjoy 
ments, and count them but dung and drofs, fot 
Chrift’s fake. I have turned my back upon the 
world, followed the example of my blefled 
Matter, religned my body to the watery grave 
and have been planted with him in baptifm; 
and am determined, through grace, to prefs m} 
paflage on to the realms of immortal glory. And 
if | am faithful, f truft I fhall, ere long, range th 
wide domain of my God, and fing the praifes a 
the Lamb, forever and ever. God grant it maj 
be the cafe, not only with me, but with m 
father, mother, brothers, fifters, and the whok 
Ifrael of God. Amen. J. M. H.” 

There has teen a very great difplay of thi! 
power of God, in the town of Lebanon, (Me. 
within two years paft. Many fouls have bee! 
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brought to the knowledge of the truth, and to 
efpoufe the caufe of the blefled Redeemer ; and 
the work has extended into the towas of Shap- 
ley and Sandford. Ireceived a line from a 
brother in the miniftry, dated at Shapley, Jan. 
14th, 1811, which contained the following 4n- 
ormation. 

“T would juft remark, that the brethren in 
his place, have of late taken a new refolution 
to forfake all, and follow the Lord, fully. God 
is blefling us with his rich grace, and wonder- 
ully fhewing his ability and willingnefs to fave, 
othe utmoft, all who come to him. In the 
own of Sandford, many fouls have experienced 
alvation, and the work is ftill going on ina 
owerful manner, which caufeth my heart to 
gjoice in the Lord. I have baptized fifteen 
embers. I find.that much faithful labour is 
vanting in Sandford, and other places adjacent. 

y prayer to. God, is, that you may havea good 
juarterly meeting. From your brother in 

hrift. H. GOODWIN.” 


There has been a blefled revival of religion, 

a number of towns in the ftate of Vermont ; 
mticularly in the towns of Tunbridge, Straf- 
mord, Verfhire, Corinth, Northfield, Woed- 
tock, &c. God has poured out his Spirit, on 
hany fouls, in thefe. places, and turned them 
mom darknefs to light, and from the fervice of 
inand fatan, to the fervice of the living and 
muc God. Forty-five perfons, have been bap- 
jgzed by Elder Nathaniel King, who lives in 
mUnbridge, in the courfe of the laft year; and 
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eighty, by Elder Aaron Buzzell, who refides ; 
Straflord. In the month of February, | attend 
ed a yearly meeting in Tunbridge. A ver 
large company of brethren and fitters attended 
and a great many candid fpectators. The 
minilters fpake with life and power. ‘The fain 
appeared to be very happy, and full of love, an 
the fpectators behaved with great decency 
On theSabbath, I attended a meeting at Strafford 
a very large congregation were prefent to he 
the word, and conducted in a moft beautif 
manner. There was then a very great profpet 
of an increafe of the work of the Lord, in th 
place. The number of converts are daily i 
creafing in that part of the country. Hundred 
of people flock to the meetings to hear Go 
word preached, and to fee his ordinances a 
miniftered, and behave thenrfelves in the ma 
orderly manner. 

It is highly pleafing to a candid mind, to f 
a country fo lately an howling wilderness, tun 
ed into fruitful fields ; and fo lately inhabited | 
favages dwelling in camps and wigwams, no 
inhabited by enlightened chriftians, dwelling 
elegant firu€ures, furrounded with the cof 
i] ; forts of life, with convenient houfes erected f 
Pali the public worfhip of God, and the peo 
F flocking from every direction, and crowd 
a thofe houfcs, and lftening to hear the falubri 

found of the Solpel, from the mouths of t 

é! ambafladors of Jefus Chrift. 


ERRATUM. 
On the 60th page, 19th hne, from the top, for Jrateliag, 
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